Call for Proposals


The St. Edward’s 

Teaching Symposium 2012: A Conference on College Teaching
Thursday, 23 August 2012
Proposal Deadline: 21 May 2011


The Planning Committee invites proposals for the Teaching Symposium, to be held on Thursday, August 23, 2012.  We welcome proposals from all faculty—full-time (including library), adjunct, or staff who teach—as well as from instructional designers.   
Suggested Topics

We invite proposals for a wide range of topics.  You might consider topics that address:

· Time-tested Strategies for Addressing Common Challenges:   Many of the challenges we face as college teachers have been around for a long time. Effective, time-tested strategies for addressing these challenges have been developed by ourselves, our colleagues, and faculty and researchers at other universities. Describe the challenge, present the strategy, explain why it works, and discuss related issues.

· Curriculum and Assessment: Discuss how your department or school has tackled curriculum design questions, created across-the-program benchmark assignments, developed effective ways of assessing the program or major, or faced other challenges related to curriculum and assessment design.

· Questions and Challenges:   Bring a question or a challenge that you would like to discuss with others. You do not need to have prepared a solution to this question. Rather, the goal of this kind of topic is to reflect thoughtfully with others about the often complex teaching challenges we face. 

· Teaching in an E-text World:  Discuss challenges and strategies related to using electronic books and periodicals in college teaching and research.  This topic is particularly timely as the library’s print collection is placed in storage for the 2012-13 academic year, to be temporarily replaced with an e-book collection during the new library’s construction. But it will continue to be an important for universities and college teachers as the shift towards electronic publishing of books and journals gains momentum.
· Classroom Research, Assessment, Surveys, or Inquiries:  If you have undertaken formal or informal research into students’ learning, attitudes, habits, or other issues, share the results of this research. 

· Innovative Practices:  Discuss an innovation you have made in teaching in a course, your rationale for making the change, and how the innovation benefits student learning.

· Tools and Resources: Describe a teaching tool or resource and how you used it.

· Hands-On Learning:  Prepare a hands-on workshop that involves faculty in learning a new skill, developing ideas or plans, or collaborative discussion of a topic.

· Professional Development: Outline a challenge or discuss effective practices related to your own development as a professional (maintaining scholarly activity and networks, planning a sabbatical, engaging in the scholarship of teaching and learning, staying intellectually engaged when you primarily teach repeat courses, etc.) 

We especially encourage proposals that address the 2015 Strategic Plan.  

· The Plan outlines goals for “Academic Excellence” (such as maintaining high levels of academic challenge, leading undergraduate research; using 21st- century information technology; fostering moral development; and assessing programs).  And 
· It also outlines goals for “Global Preparedness” (such as building global perspectives into the curriculum; creating global and digital classrooms; and sharing international experiences.) 

· Other:   Presentations on issues related to college teaching and student learning — but that do not fit the categories listed above — are also welcome and will be considered for inclusion in the program.   
Presentation Formats for Sessions at the Conference

If your proposal is accepted, we will try to provide you with the presentation format of your choice.  Due to time and space constraints, however, you may be asked to present in another format, based on the preferences you indicate in your application.  The presentation formats are outlined below. For more information on formats, please see the attached “Session Descriptions.”
· a 20- or 50-minute concurrent session, in which you present on your topic and follow up with discussion or Q&A. (Twenty-minute slots are reserved for single presenters. A team of more than one presenter must apply for a 50-minute session or another format.) 
· an interactive poster session, in which you will have table space to display your poster, handouts, and other materials in a room with other presenters. Posters will be on display throughout the conference, but you will be assigned a specific time slot during which you will be available at your poster to discuss your work with other attendees.

· a lunchtime roundtable session.  In this format, your session will be held during lunch at a roundtable with a group of participants who are interested in your topic. This format is focused on conversation and dialogue. 

· resource fair.  If you have teaching- or research-related resources to share with the faculty, you may apply to participate in the resource fair.  In previous years, fair participants have included the Writing Center, the Scarborough-Phillips Library, the First-Year Studies program, and the Capstone program. We welcome additional organizations that offer support or resources for faculty. The exhibit will be open throughout the conference, but you will be assigned a specific time to be available to discuss your work with other attendees.  

Proposal Guidelines
The following criteria are used by the Planning Committee for reviewing proposals. 
· Clarity:  The extended summary should clearly describe the presentation.

· Focus: The presentation should be focused around a well-defined question, project, set of issues, set of techniques, or other topic. It should neither be to narrow – focused on something only appropriate to a very specific course or a small set of specialists – nor should it be overly broad.

· Format:  The extended summary should briefly describe how the session will be organized and how/whether participants will be involved. Reviewers will also consider whether your plan is realistic for your chosen format and time frame. 
· Value for Others:  The presentation or topic should be framed so that it speaks to the interests of a significant number of faculty members, including at least some faculty outside the presenter’s own field. The extended summary should explain what others will learn or gain from the presentation.
· Significance of Topic:  The presentation should address a question or topic that holds significance or importance for college faculty. In addition, the presenter should offer a well-considered approach to exploring the topic, make a valuable or innovative contribution to an issue, or offer potentially useful resources or ideas.  [To demonstrate the significance of your topic, some proposal writers may wish to include references in their proposal.  They are not necessary, however.]
Additional advice for applicants:

· Limiting repeat presentations:  To encourage the broadest range of voices, priority will be given to new presentations, rather than to presentations that have been given in a recent year. If a presenter would like to present on the same topic as in a previous year, we encourage you to discuss a different aspect of the topic or include updated information.  

· Multiple presentation submissions: One person may submit multiple proposals to the review board, but the board may decide that no more than one will be allowed in the conference.  Indicate in your application that you are submitting multiple proposals and note your top choice.
The Peer Review Process

Proposals will be masked and then blind reviewed by the Symposium Planning Committee – a committee of St. Edward’s faculty from across the university’s schools. Accepted proposals will be organized by this committee into the final program.
Proposal Deadline: 21 May 2012
Using the form below, submit your proposal as an attached Word Document to cte@stedwards.edu 


 Proposal Form
Teaching Symposium: A Conference on College Teaching
Thursday, 23 August 2012
Note that the Symposium will be held Thursday, not Friday, this year.
Title of presentation or roundtable session: 
Names, titles, departments, phone numbers, and email addresses of all presenters or roundtable leaders:   (If more than one person, please identify a contact person)

Preferred Session Format:   

Please indicate your top choice with a “1”, your second choice with a “2” and so forth.  If you are unwilling to use a particular format, please indicate that with an “X.”  For detailed descriptions of the various session formats, please see the attached “Session Descriptions.”

___ 20-minute concurrent session

___ 50-minute concurrent session. 
___ interactive poster session

___ lunchtime roundtable sessions

___ resource fair  

Abstract (limited to 75 words) of presentation (or, for the fair, description of book or product): 
Extended summary (limited to 500 words) of presentation: (Be sure to address the elements outlined above in the “Proposal Guidelines”)
Any accommodations needed for presenters: 

Deadline: 21 May 2012
Submit as Word attachment to cte@stedwards.edu 

